
retreats.  Athletes are   

participating in golf,    

bowling, cross-country, 

football, cheerleading, and 

volleyball. 

In addition, this issue also 

highlights some upcoming 

opportunities that may 

merit a prime spot on your 

calendar.  For instance, The 

Pancake Supper is an    

excellent opportunity to 

come together with your 

family and other          

Foundation families for a 

delicious meal, awesome 

entertainment in the form 

of  our student choir and 

band, and important    

information about our 

school from our own 

Headmaster, Shawn Minks.  

You can find more infor-

mation regarding this   

special event on page 12.  

So use a Sharpie and mark 

your calendar for October 

17th.  It promises to be a 

great night of fellowship 

and encouragement. 

With the hectic pace we all 

live today, it is easy to see 

why God warns us not to 

quench fellowship out of 

our busy schedules.      

Having lunch or playing 

golf with a friend seems 

like an òextraó in an already 

too-tight schedule.       

However without fellow-

ship, days can roll right into 

the next, with every waking 

hour filled with mostly 

tasks and deadlines.  

Now that summer has 

come to end and we are 

well into the new school 

year, òall work and no 

playó may be the new 

theme of your calendar.  

However, God urges us to 

make time for coming   

together because it        

encourages us and it allows 

us to be an encouragement 

to one another.  Taking 

time for church, retreats, 

sports camps, fieldtrips, 

school activities, and   

sporting events are actually 

opportunities for us to 

focus our lives around 

relationships with others 

and our relationship with 

Him.   

At Foundation Academy, 

special events may seem 

like an additional demand 

that needs to be worked 

into our schedules.      

However, each event 

brings us together for a 

specific purpose, the end 

goal being that we should 

leave more encouraged 

than we arrived.  Retreats 

are meant to bring spiritual 

unity.  Sports banquets are 

meant to celebrate team 

and individual athletic ac-

complishments.   Parent 

meetings are purposed to 

bring unity.   

So as you read through the 

pages of this monthõs FAN 

Mail, I pray you are      

encouraged by all of the 

fellowship that has already 

been taking place on and 

off campus at Foundation.  

Some of the highlights 

include:  The cheerleaders 

attended a cheer camp this 

summer.  The middle 

school students are actively 

involved in clubs.  The 

upper school bonded at 

Foundation Academy is a Ministry of First Baptist Church of Winter Garden  
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òLet us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  doing, but let us encourage 

one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.ó    Hebrews 10:25 

Did you know Foundation Academy is on Facebook? Join us for discussion, write a review, post that 
you "like us"! We want to engage our families. 
 
Help us to provide you with the BEST Christian education by providing us with thoughtful discussion.  
Also another great tool to use to see what's going on at the school! 
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Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.                                                

Then you will be able to test and approve what Godõs will isñHis good, pleasing and perfect will.             

Romans 12:2 

Dear Foundation Family, 

Bring on the cooler weather!  In case you missed it (and you might have), according to the calendar, fall 
has arrived.  As October nears, we begin to see changes ð changes far more important than leaves on a 
tree.  Preschoolers are changing into boys and girls with their own personalities, elementary students are 
accepting increased responsibility, middle schoolers are (well, do I really need to describe all the ways they 
are changing?), and high schoolers are turning into young men and women.  Parenting during the school 
years is truly exciting.  My wife and I are currently in the middle of a three-year stretch where we have one 
child in the elementary, one in the middle school, and one in high school ð all at Foundation Academy.  We 
are blessed, and we are definitely experiencing all of those òchangesó with our kids.  My prayer, though, for 
my kids and yours is a simple, yet profound one: that they would beé   

òTransformedó by the renewing of their minds  

Resistant to conforming to òthe pattern of this worldó 

òAble to test and approve what Godõs will isó 

All of these goals stem from our theme verse for the year ð Romans 12:2.  We all want our children to be 
good students, but for what purpose?  No earthly purpose we can contrive, short or long term, compares with 
that of knowing Christ and living our lives for Him.  May this be the year that the ultimate change ð one 
that only God can affect - takes place in the lives of our students and families.   

For His Kingdom, 

Shawn A. Minks 
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I am so glad to see FA off to such a great start! It is folks like you, students,      

parents, and grandparents that help to make us who we are. I am excited to be a 

part of all that is going on here. Most parents have received an email in the past 

few days that announces our Annual Giving Campaign. I want to take a moment 

to explain what this campaign is and why we need to launch it. First, this is a   

campaign that asks each Foundation Academy family to consider giving a monthly 

gift to benefit tuition assistance here at FA.  We want to work with families that 

have had a difficult time dealing with our national economy and the pressures it 

plies, as well as to help provide scholarship assistance to others in our community 

who desire to bring their children to this great school to benefit from the         

outstanding educational experience to be had here. 

We have just completed on our website the ability to donate to this worthy cause 

on a recurring basis. You can provide in safe confidence a credit card or debit card 

number and have your gift taken out each month. I am asking each family to    

consider a gift of $25.00 per month or more to help in this cause.  I will           

appreciate in advance each of your responses to this call, and you can know for 

sure that Godõs Kingdom will be advanced through your efforts. And that IS the 

reason we are all here anyway, isnõt it?  

I look forward with great expectancy to what God has in store for us here at FA 

this year.                                                                                                

May God Bless You,  

Mike Reep 

In this or any other 

economy, let us 

remember that it 

is a privilege to 

attend Christian 

school.  For many 

children, 

attending a 

Christian school is 

the only way they 

will hear the Word 

of God.  Attending 

church on Sunday 

is not an option for 

them.  If you  wish 

to show your 

thankfulness for 

the role 

Foundation plays 

in the spiritual life 

of your child, 

please consider 

giving to this 

program on a 

consistent basis.  

Together we can 

make a difference 

in reaching young 

people for Christ!  

When you give to Foundation Academy, you are partnering with First 
Baptist Church of  Winter Garden, Foundation Academy, and other 
families to build a firm foundation for life through Christ-centered 
education in the lives of  young people today. 

 

From the Desk of  Your Development Director, Mike Reep 

Foundation Academy embraces six core values: 

Authority of Scripture  

Spiritual Formation 

Academic and Physical Discipline 

Individual Purpose 

Authentic Servant-Hood 

Commitment to Community 

GIVING IS EASY 

AND SECURE!  

On the FA     

websiteõs home 

page,               

click on the 

òDonateó button 

(pictured below) 

to start giving.          

Ben Franklin once said, òAn investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.ó                                              
However, it can be added, òAn investment in Christian Education can pay eternal interest.ó 
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October 2011  

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12  13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

PSAT 

PLAN 

ASVAB 

REPORT 

CARDS 

VCC     
FAIR   

Osceola 

VCC    
FAIR     

East campus 

PSAT                                  

Wednesday, Oct. 12th             

9th ð 11th graders  

PSAT is given by the           

Collegeboard, the maker of 

the SAT and is designed to 

help students prepare for the 

SAT.  Students who score well 

on the PSAT may also be    

eligible for college            

scholarships. 

PLAN                                 

Wednesday Oct. 19th               

9th ð 11th graders 

PLAN is given by the makers 

of ACT and is designed to help 

students prepare for the ACT. 

*Students may use a calculator 
for the math portions on both 
PSAT and PLAN if they   
supply their own on test 
day. 

ASVAB                                                          
Wednesday, October 26th                                               

11th graders                                                                  

The ASVAB is an excellent 
tool designed to engage      
students in the career explora-
tion process.  This assessment 
will help students to identify 
careers/occupations that 
match some of their natural 
skills and abilities.  All        
students will receive career 
counseling in small groups 
when their ASVAB results are 

returned. 

Upcoming College Fairs: 

Valencia                           
Community Collegeð                        

Osceola Campus               
Tuesday, October 4th 

6:00pm ï 8:00pm 

 

Valencia Community      
CollegeðEast Campus 
Thursday, October 6th 

6:00pm ï 8:00pm     

 

These College Fairs have 
more than 100 colleges 
and universities present 
and are open to high 
school students of all   
ages.  Please select one 
event to attend this fall.  
This is a must-do for any 
student who is college-
bound after graduation! 

SENIORS: 

College applications should be completed and submit-
ted by mid-October!!  This gives you the best 
chance of getting a positive decision and getting 
scholarships from your colleges. 

 Donõt forget to request your transcripts as soon as 
you have applied!  

Make sure that you give your teachers plenty of notice 
when asking for a letter of recommendation.  

Start searching now for scholarships: a couple of great 
websites to help you in your search are 
www.fastweb.com and 
www.schoolsoup.com .  Remember most colleg-
es offer their own scholarships as well so make 
sure that you are checking with their admissions 
and financial aid offices to find out how to apply! 

Mrs. Baysinger offers help with your college           
applications before school, after school and during 
activity period.  Stop by today! 

GUIDANCE 

12th graders can sign 
up to participate by 
contacting                    
Mrs. Baysinger no lat-
er than Friday,       
October 21st. 

http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.schoolsoup.com


Whenever two or 
three of you come 

together in my 
name,                                  

I am there with 
you.                                                                                           

Matthew 18:20  

know that òthe righteous cry out 

and the Lord hears them; He 

delivers them from all of their        

troubles. ò  Psalm 34:17 
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different.  With the student 

praise band leading worship, 

students and staff gathered in 

the courtyard to lift up praises 

and prayers to our Lord.   Since 

1990, See You at the Pole has 

been scheduled for the fourth 

Wednesday of  September.  

However, students can be found 

at FAõs flagpole most every 

morning before school. They 

On Wednesday, September 28, 

2012, Foundation Academyõs 

Student Council coordinated and 

led the See You at the Pole event 

for the South Campus.  See You 

at the Pole is a global day of 

student-led prayer.  All over the 

world, students gather before 

school to pray for their families, 

their school, and their country.            

Foundation Academy was no 

SPIRIT WEEK IS HERE! 

                      Monday, October 10th through Friday, October 14th. 

Students, show your school pride by participating in these zany out-of-uniform days!   

You must be participating fully in order to be excused from wearing school uniforms.   

MondayɂSuperhero Day 

Allow your costume to reflect you inner hero. 

TuesdayɂWacky Tacky Day 

Express your inner tacky by wearing your most bizarre outfit. 

WednesdayɂSkittle Day 

Color yourself head-to-toe to show your class pride. 

ThursdayɂMultiplicity Day  

Come dressed as twins, triplets, even quadruplets.  Remember, your clothing must be                  
identical. 

Fridayɀ Spirit Day 

Although hair coloring is NOT permitted, feel free to sport your school colors                            

from head-to-toe. 

We Have Spirit, Yes We Do! 

Aloha!  

  Student Government is hosting a night of dinner and dancing for  9thð12 Grade Students                               

`s Entmc`shnm @b`cdlxôr 

Hawaiian Sunset Luau 

 October 15th 6pm-9pm on the South Campus lawn 

 Dinner will be served promptly at 6:15 pm. 

 Dress is resort casual. 

 Gentlemen:  Slacks (No jeans or shorts, please.) 

 Ladies:  Sundresses (Photos of the dress must be submitted for                                                                   

              approval to the school administration.) 

 Tickets are on sale this week for $35.                                                                                                             

 During the week of 0ctober 10thð14th, tickets prices will be $45. 

Mahalo nui loa!  

See you at the pole  

Congratulations to                  
Foundation Academyõs                  
2011 Homecoming                
Representatives! 

 

9th Grade                                  
Brooke Lynn Siracusano and Da-

vid Atwood                                                                                               
10th Grade                                  

Kassidi Allen and Oliver Glance                                                                                                           
11th Grade                               

Sarah Fabry and Jake Gick                                                                                                                    
12th Grade                              

Kylee Butcher, Samantha Hanley, 
Danielle Lauriout, Amber           

Saunders, Kelvin Ankoh, Jordan 
Daley, Jesse Johnson, JJ Warmus 

 

Spirit 

Week  

 

6th Grade ïPurple  

7th Grade ï Red  

8th Grade ï Green  

9th Grade ðYellow  

10th Grade ðOrange  

11th Grade ðPink  

12th Grade ðAqua  
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Retreating Togetheré            

by Gail Hatmaker 

students to bond with each 

other.  

 

 

We want to thank all 

the parents for helping 

out with the snacks.          

Thanks  also goes to       

Mr. Martin and Mr. Uhrig    

for driving the buses. 

students broke into discus-

sion groups to talk about 

how to apply the message 

of Romans 12:2 to real life.  

What does it mean to be 

transformed? How do we 

walk and behave in a     

manner that honors Christ.               

Do not conform any longer to 

the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing 

of your minds. Then you will 

be able to test and approve 

what Godõs will is ð His good, 

pleasing and perfect will. 

The afternoon was spent 

enjoying hamburgers, ice 

cream, swimming and all 

sorts of fun activities. It 

was a great day for staff to 

bond with students and 

On September 9th our sixth

-eighth graders loaded the 

buses and headed to the 

Pine Lake Retreat Center 

for the middle school     

retreat. JP Pearson, middle 

school pastor of First     

Baptist Eustis, led our    

students in worship along 

with the band, Definition. 

Following the worship, 

Parents of middle schoolers are invited to join Mrs. Hatmaker on Wednesday nights from 6:30 -8:00 for a free parenting 

class. Join other parents to learn ways to navigate the waters of parenting during these years of rapid change. Discover 

ways to deal with power struggles and work toward maintaining respect and participation in the home. The middle 

school years are wonderful years filled with transition. It is a learning process for teen, mom and dad. 

Active Parenting Teens will continue through October 26.                                                                                                                                       

It is open to the community.                                                                                                                                                           

Location: First Baptist Winter Garden.                                                                                                                                         

Call 407-656-2352 for more information.  There is a $15 book fee. 
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Chapel Update by Gail Hatmaker 

the gymnasium.  

In September we hosted a 

Parent Reception following 

chapel. We appreciate 

the moms that made 

that happen. 

  

 

Nehemiah. The book of 

Nehemiah in the Old    

Testament tells an incredi-

ble true story of a man 

called by God to perform 

an unbelievable task. He 

was called to do a job that 

affected an entire nation. 

One personõs actions can 

make a big difference. We 

remind our students of this 

on a regular basis. We    

encourage families to     

follow up with these      

discussions at home.  

Following this special   

chapel at the end of every 

month, we will provide an 

information handout for 

parents. Parents are invited 

to attend the middle school 

chapel from 11:35-12:15 in 

The Great Relationship 

Experience 

This month launches our 

new middle school chapel 

and The Great Relation-

ship Experience.      

During the month of     

October our guest speak, 

Jonathan Winningham,  

will focus on forgiveness 

through the eyes of        

Check out the parent resource site at: info@TheGreatRelationshipExperience.com. 

 

 

 The Middle School Broadcast Journalism club is off to a fantastic start. The club, which 

meets on Fridays, is in charge of keeping faculty and students informed of school happenings as 

they present the morning announcements each day. As these middle school students cultivate their 

journalistic writing skills, they also learn how to conduct interviews and develop news articles. 

Wearing their official Press Credentials, club members will soon be interviewing faculty and staff 

and writing articles to be printed in the monthly FAN Mail.                     Author:  Linda Currie 

SPIRIT WEEK IS HERE!  OCTOBER 10THñOCTOBER 14TH 

MONDAYñSUPERHERO DAY     TUESDAYñWACKY TACKY DAY     WEDNESDAYñSKITTLE DAY      
THURSDAYñMULTIPLICITY DAY     FRIDAYñ-SPRIT DAY 

For more details, see Page 5 High School  

mailto:info@TheGreatRelationshipExperience.com
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Senior Captain, Danielle Lauriout               
had this to say about the camp  
experience... 

 As some of you may know, the 
cheerleaders went to camp this 
summer.  When we stepped off the 
bus at UCF, we were optimistic and 
ready for the new adventure we 
were about to embark on. And so 
camp commenced. Along with eighteen squads 
ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ ΩΦΦ ÇÉÒÌÓȟ ÕÓ ȰÎÅ×ÂÉÅÓȱ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÆÏÒ Á 
treat. We jumped right in and had one of the 
most enriching experiences ever. We got to feed 
ÏÆÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÕÙÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ 
helped ignite our spirit. We appeared to be the 
underdogs with the smallest squad, but we all 
united and represented FA very well. We brought 
ÈÏÍÅ ÔÒÏÐÈÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ       
trophies that made the experience so wonderful; 
it was the girls. We all grew friendships.                  
   And now,                                                                                   
AS WE TAKE ON THE NEW SEASON AHEAD OF 
US, WE ARE EXCITED, READY, AND PUMPED! 

Both of FAôs upper school cheerleading squads attended a three day camp this summer       
instructed by UCA, Universal Cheer Association.  It was a first time experience for our 
squads.  Both squads brought home numerous awards from over the course of the three day 
camp.  Of the many different awards they received, both squads brought home first place in 
their Fight Song divisions.  In what could have easily been a very overwhelmingly challeng-
ing, intense three day camp, our cheerleaders really represented FA well and rose to the    
challenge.  The best part was the team bonding that took place both through the hard work, the 
quiet moments of devotionals, and the not-so-quiet moments of fun and laughter. Individual 
awards went to Cynthia Hall, Samantha Wilber, Samantha Uhrig, and Danielle Lauriout.      
Congratulations to all the girls for all their hard work!  The one thing that resounded unanimous 
with each girl after the experience...everyone wants to ignite the Lion Spirit!  Our hope is that it 
will be contagious and our student body and fans of all ages will show their spirit and cheer on 
our MIGHTY LIONS!  Foundation Academy has a lot to be proud of...so show your LION 

PRIDE! 

FOUNDATION MS AND VARSITY CHEER SQUADS                                                                          
ATTEND SUMMER CAMP AT UCF. 

By Tami Uhrig 
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Varsity Boys Basketball                                

Coach Andrew DeClercq  

Varsity Girls Basketball                                      

Coach Christy Thompson  

Varsity Boys Soccer                                              

Coach Raul Menacho  

 

Foundation Academy VS. Landmark Christian  

October 14th 7:00 pm 

Walker Field 

Come on out and support your                               

Varsity Football Team! 

Foundation Academy welcomed Andrew DeClercq as the Head Basketball Coach beginning 
the 2010-11 school year. Coach Declercq played in the NBA for 10 years, seven of those 
were with our own Orlando Magic. He also played for the University of Florida and helped to 
lead the team to its first Final Four appearance in the collegeôs history. He developed All-Pro 
Fundamentals Basketball Camp with Dan Cross from 2007-2009. In 2009, he created and 
currently runs DeClercq Basketball Training, which provides the next generation of basketball 
players with the building blocks of fundamental basketball skills through camps, clinics, and 
small group and individual training sessions. You can find out more information about his 
camps at www.DeClerqBasketball.com. Andrew lives in Clermont with his wife and three 
beautiful children. He is actively involved with his church, Highpoint Church in Ocoee and is 
on the Board of Directors for Vision360, a church planting and pastor training organization. 

 

ñWe are very excited to have Andrew DeClercq coaching our boys varsity team. We know that he will be 
able to bring us to the next level of play. His vision for the players and the program matches our philos-

ophy that Every Athlete a Disciple.ò   - Athletic Director, Mark Butler.  
  

OFFICIAL START DATES: 2011-2012  

Monday, October 17th (Boys Soccer)  

Monday, October 24th (Girls Basketball)  

Monday, October 31st (Boys Basketball)  

MANDATORY PLAYER/PARENT MEETING:  

Thursday, November 3rd 7:00pm in the Gym  

October 14th  

  10:20 AM  

Parents Welcome!  

http://www.DeClerqBasketball.com
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Boosterthon is 

back and we need 

your support!  

Our elementary students 

will be participating in the Boosterthon 

Fun Run from October 4thï October 14th 

and we need your assistance!             

Previously, the middle and high school 

students participated as well, but       

because of the busy school schedule 

and full calendar, it will only be the     

Elementary students this year.   

However, we still need your help é            

We are asking all middle school and 

high school families to sponsor an     

elementary student by pledging a      

donation in support of the fundraiser.  

So, please let your favorite elementary 

student know they can count on your 

support today!  

Thanks for your continued support!                

Dear Foundation Academy Upper School Parents, 

Would you like a "Sweet & Simple" way to show        

appreciation to our teachers and staff? We would like 
to offer an opportunity that even the busiest of        
parents can be apart of. If you are interested, please 
reply to this email with your name and number. You 
will be assigned one week of the school year where 
you choose any one day to bring in snacks or good-
ies for the teachers workroom. Some items for         
consideration are baked goods, 
muffins, fruit, veggies, salads, 
breakfast or lunch items. Whatever 
works for you and your schedule 
will surely brighten their day! We 
look forward to your response. 

Blessings to you & yours,                                                  
Cheri Falconer                                                                                
407-492-3935                                             
cheri727@msn.com 

Feel free to call or email if you have any further questions. If you 
were on the list last year, there's no need to respond. I'll keep 

you apart of the group unless you tell me otherwise. 

mailto:cheri727@msn.com


Rejuvenate Your Soul Conference                              

January 27-29, 2012 

revitalize 

refresh 

renew  

relax 

If itôs been a while since youôve had time to focus on   

yourself and who God has uniquely created you to be, 

then let me personally invite you to come and join me at 

the Rejuvenate Your Soul Conference  at the Mission Inn 

Resort.   

During this time, you will be encouraged and inspired to 

live out you Soul Mission.  You will have the opportunity 

to relax, de -stress, and soak in Godôs goodness. 

For more information, visit www.mysoulmission.org.               

I canôt wait to see you in January! 

Believing in You!  

Jen Bennett                                                                                                                                               

Founder and President of My Soul Mission  

From One Parent to Another: 

I am looking to see if anyone can help me in our    
carpool situation. I am working 8:45 -5:45 in the Dr. 
Phillips area.  I wanted to see if there was anyone 
who would be willing to take Elijah home after school. 
We live 2.5 miles away in Bronsons Landing in Winter 
Garden FL. I am willing to pay $10 a week towards 
gas. Please let me know if you know anyone willing to 
help.  
 

Call me if you know anyone 
who can help.  

Mrs.Chandra Donaldson 

407-879-6411 

A beautiful, updated photo of                 

Amy Simmons and her son, Peter. 



www.FuelMySchool.com/FoundationAcademy  

Shop through our school mall every time you shop onlineShop through our school mall every time you shop online   

Grant School WishesGrant School Wishes   

Start fueling our school today atStart fueling our school today at   


