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FOU ND AT IO N  AC A D E M Y I S  A  MI N I ST R Y OF  F I R ST  B A PT I ST  OF  W INT ER G A RD E N.  

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  Colossians 3: 17 

Thankfulness:  Thankfulness:  An Attitude That Requires a ResponseAn Attitude That Requires a Response  

You donôt have to go far to get 

discouraged in life.  Just turn on 

the television and discouragement 

can be found on channel after 

channel.  A strained economy, 

hatred squeezing out peace and 

unity, selfishness motivating 

people to steal instead of earn, 

and plenty of reminders of how 

all of us are living in mortal   

bodies are plagues of this world 

that cannot be contained within 

political and geographical   

boundaries.  It can often be     

discouraging and cause one to 

wonder, òWhat do I have to be 

thankful for?ò   

 

In times like this we have to look 

to the One who is in control.  As 

believers we have assurance that 

nothing happens to us that isnôt 

first filtered through the finger-

tips of Godôs loving hands.  He is 

ever-present in times of trouble, 

ready to provide all we need to be 

encouraged as we make our way 

through every winding road and 

valley of life.   

 

Although discouraging events 

seem like they are swallowing up 

this world, we have the          

encouraging reality that God has 

sent Jesus to save us and to make 

us part of his Kingdom here on 

earth.  And our heavenly Father 

didnôt stop there!  He gave us the 

Holy Spirit to guide and counsel 

us as we persevere through lifeôs 

hardships and opportunities.  He 

loves us completely and deeply, 

continually showering us in grace 

and mercy, regardless of the   

circumstances swirling around us.  

Surely we can find thanks in the 

gifts of Jesus Christ, the Holy 

Spirit, and Godôs deep love shone 

with grace and mercy! 

 

As with most things in life, God 

has done His part, and we have to 

do ours.  It is up to us to respond 

to those gifts.  As Christians we 

should be humbled enough to 

grab a hold of those                

immeasurable and consuming 

gifts deep within our soul and 

respond in gratitude to the One 

who provides all of our          

emotional, physical, and spiritual 

needs. We should be thankful 

above all else.  

 

Thankfulness is more than an 

attitude.  It is a response that 

motivates us to take all that God 

has given us and produce fruit for 

His glory.  It is action that says I 

will take all of the gifts and    

talents that have been given to me 

and with all of my heart strive to 

be diligent in bringing glory 

through them to the only One 

who is deserving.   

 

As you turn the pages in this 

newsletter, you will see just that.  

Pages and pages of Foundation 

students and staff rising to the 

challenge of being thankful 

enough to dig deep into their gifts 

and talents to pursue greatness in 

them.  Please donôt be mistaken.  

They donôt do it for their glory, 

but for His.   

 

On pages 2 and 3, you will find a 

Kudos section that gives a snap-

shot of what out students are 

achieving in the name of Christ 

so far this year.  On page 5, take 

note of Samantha Hanleyôs 

thoughtful reflection on her    

academic and spiritual experience 

at  Foundation.  The High School 

(pages 6 and 7) is surely stepping 

up to lead in service, while the 

Middle School (pages 8 and 9) is 

pursuing academic excellence.  

The Athletic Department (pages 

10 and 11) is competing and   

winning at levels not seen prior to 

this year.  On the heels of a    

fantastic Pancake Dinner, the 

Music Department is plunging 

into celebrating the birth of Christ 

with a Madrigal Dinner (page 

14).  Finally, the Visual Arts 

Department is sharing their   

inspired works of art with the 

community on November 16th at 

Axum Coffee (page 18).   If that 

isnôt enough to encourage you, I 

donôt know what is!   

 

We have a lot to be thankful for 

in Christ Jesus,  As a collective 

body, it is clear that Foundation 

Academy has taken hold of a 

thankful spirit and dug deep to 

produce bountiful fruits for the 

Lordôs glory.  May He see fit to 

use it to bring others to His  

Kingdom!   

 

One final thought, if you know of 

other families that are in need of 

an encouraging environment such 

as Foundation Academy, please 

invite them to our Open House.  

Information for the event can be 

found on page 16.  Let us reach 

out to those around us and bring 

them into this actively thankful  

flock! 



Foundation Academy Golf 

A special congratulations goes to  

Samantha Hanley   

for being recognized as a National  

Achievement Scholarship Outstanding  

Participant.   Samantha scored among the top 

3% of all  eligible 11 th graders across the United 

States who took the PSAT last year.   Samantha 

is being referred to 1500 of the top US Colleges 

and Universities because of this special honor.  

 

Congratulations Samantha!!!   

National Achievement Scholarship  

Dear Brooke Elizabeth DeGraide, 
  
Congratulations! We are extremely pleased to notify you that you have been accepted as a Finalist in the    
Honors Choir for the 2012 American High School Honors Performance Series at Carnegie Hall.  The Selection 
Board has reviewed your application and selected you to represent the finest high school performers in North 
America with a performance at Carnegie Hall.  Your acceptance to this elite group is a direct result of the      
talent, dedication and achievements demonstrated in your application. 
  
Recognition as a Finalist is the first step toward performing as a Alto 1 with the Honors Choir at Carnegie 
Hall.  In preparation for your performance, over the next months you will receive regular updates, sheet music 
and practice notes from your conductor.  When you arrive in New York, you will have the opportunity to learn 
from Dr. Jeffery Ames, work with other Finalists, get a taste of New York City and, most importantly, perform at 
Carnegie Hall.  
  
Once again, congratulations on being selected as a Finalist for the 2012 American High School Honors               
Performance Series.  You should be very proud of this accomplishment.  We look forward to welcoming you to 
Carnegie Hall! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marion Gomez 
Program Director 
 

I would like to report a great round of golf for  
Macy McRaney   

who shot a career low of 79 at the Girl's Regional 
Golf Tournament in Melbourne, FL on October 
24th .  Macy's 79 tied for 6th place.  Unfortunately, 
Macy's score did not advance her to the State 
Tournament next week.  However, congratulations 
are due to Macy for being the first girl ever from 
Foundation Academy to make it to the Regional 
level.  Macy has already received a verbal commit-
ment from a Division One College in Georgia for a 
full golf scholarship when she graduates in 2013. 
  
Head Varsity Golf Coach 

Chris Bateman  

Kudos!Kudos!  
Giving Back Through Using Talents To Glorify the Lord!Giving Back Through Using Talents To Glorify the Lord!  



Kudos!Kudos!  
Giving Back Through Using Talents To Glorify the Lord!Giving Back Through Using Talents To Glorify the Lord!  

Foundation Academy                           
Linebacker Honored  
 
Senior linebacker Riley Thomas was rec-
ognized by the Orlando Touchdown Club 
as the week 5 defensive standout in Cen-
tral Florida. Mr. Thomas had twenty two 
tackles, 4 assists, and one forced fumble.  
This is just one of four outstanding perfor-
mances that Thomas has had this season. 
He was nominated week four also for his 
outstanding performance vs. Orlando 
Christian Prep.  Thomas leads district 2A 
section 4 with 76 tackles and is currently 
fourth in the entire state at all levels of 
play.  
 
ñRiley is an outstanding linebacker. He has a motor that accelerates when he is on the football 
field.  He is the leader of our defense and can play multiple positions which helps us keep other 
teams off balanced. He is an iron man that plays on both sides of the ball and on special teams. 
Mr. Thomas is a man of character and one of the reasons our program has been successful over 
the past few seasons. We were fortunate to have his older brother Gary last year and his younger 
brother Benjamin this year. I hope someone will step up next year to lead with the same passion 
as Riley has,ò Stated Foundation Academy Head Football Coach Brad Lord.  
 

Riley will not be moving on to play football at the next level even though he has been given the 

opportunity. Mr. Thomas will be enlisting as his brother Gary Thomas III did in the United States 

Marine Corp. ñ I will sleep better at night knowing the Thomas Brothers are standing on that wall 

protecting meôò Lord ends.  

2011 FA graduate, Rebekah 

Higgs, helped the Florida State 

University College Republicans 

commemorate September 11th by 

planting flags on the lawn of Lan-

dis Green on the FSU campus in 

the shapes of the Twin Towers, 

the Pentagon, and the field in 

Pennsylvania. Rebekah is         

enjoying life as a freshman this 

year at FSU.  

Rebekah Higgs (left) and College Republicans 

Chapter President, Kayla Westbrook (right) 



HeadmasterHeadmaster  
We Live Under Authority  

 
Occasionally, I have the opportunity to remind students of their relationship 
to authority.   Often times we, as leaders, also need to be reminded that we 
serve (and exist) under a greater authority.   The great news is that there is 
protection in that authority!   At Foundation Academy, our first core value is 
the Authority of Scripture.   To quote our Operating Principles, òWe believe 
the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of 
Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its 
matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy.ó   

 
As is the case with any authority, we must submit to it before we can fully experience its       
protection.   When we surrender our lives to Christ and come under the authority of His Word, 
the protection, peace and power in our lives is beyond compare!   As a school, this is the         
authority to which we have submitted.   We strive to never teach your children that nothing 
compares to the truth of Scripture.   In that light, we will:  
 

Employ and appoint staff and leadership who understand and commit to the authority of 
Scripture and Foundation Academyõs Statement of Faith 

Instruct students in the essentials of the Christian faith based on Scripture  
Support families in establishing the absolute authority of Scripture  

 
That last bullet falls in line with our mission which includes partnering with you as parents.   I 
hope you will take advantage of every opportunity to do this, such as participating in the Great 
Relationships Experience or volunteering in any number of capacities.   At every grade level, we 
desire your involvement, and your kids cherish it, regardless of what they might say.   It is       
critical for your children to see us partner together in submission to the ultimate authority ð the 
God of the Bible.   When kids experience this level of consistency between home, school, and 
hopefully church, it is a model they will follow.  
 
 
II Timothy 3:16 -17, òAll Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for             
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be           
competent, equipped for every good work.ó 

 
 

For His Kingdom, 

Shawn A. Minks 

Shawn A. Minks 
 

Happy       

Birthday       

Mr. Minks!  



Mr. Minks, Pastor Grosshans, Pastor Keith, members of the school board, 

members of faculty, parents, and fellow students:  

 

Good evening. My name is Samantha Hanley and I have attended          

Foundation Academy for the last 7 years. As the President of Student Government, and a member of   

National Honor Society and Student Leadership Institute, I have seen this school make incredible 

strides towards excellence.  

 

I feel fortunate tonight to have had the opportunity to see this school live up to the full meaning of its 

creed. Foundation Academy, over the years, has respectfully embraced the Authority of Scripture,     

Spiritual Formation, Academic and Physical Discipline, Individual Purpose, Authentic Servant -hood, and 

Commitment to Community.  

 

We here at Foundation Academy have greatly appreciated the schoolõs Christian environment. I believe 

that we have been delivered to a firm foundation in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are able to openly talk 

about Christian ideals and values and compare them to the secular views we will likely encounter later 

on in life. Last year, I took an apologetics class in which we studied different religions and beliefs in 

depth. I was challenged everyday to go home and analyze the premise of other belief systems and     

controversial subjects. I am grateful that I now know how to approach a conversation concerning my 

beliefs and why I believe what I believe.  

 

As far as an academic education, I feel that Foundation Academy is second to none. The environment 

here has given us the tools necessary to succeed in any academic setting. Our teachers are passionate, 

caring individuals to whom we will be forever indebted. Because of their personal attention, I personally 

was able to rank in the top 5 percentile of the national scholastic aptitude test or more commonly 

known as the SAT. The quality of education and recommendation I received at Foundation Academy   

also allowed me to be selected for a highly competitive biomedical program at Cornell University this 

past summer.  

In the last couple of years, Foundation Academy has kept pace with technology. Our school has          

introduced new and innovative methods of teaching including usage of the Smart Board and other             

interactive programs. For those of you who donõt know, the Smart Board is an advanced black board. 

Personally, I feel this has kept me challenged in my classes while still allowing the learning process to 

be interesting.   

 

Foundation Academy has kept me grounded in servant -hood and community service. Over the years, we 

have been involved in several service projects such as Relay for Life to help raise money for cancer    

victims and helping with the Hope House Foundation for domestic violence. Involvement in these       

projects has humbled me and has ignited my passion for helping others.  

Ultimately, Foundation Academy is fulfilling its vision. It is impacting our culture for good. A good that 

one day will cause our Lord to say òWell done, good and faithful servantsó. In closing, I would like to 

thank Mr. Minks and all our teachers and staff who have worked diligently and tirelessly over the years 

to make our vision of this school a reality.  

Thank you.  

At the State of the School 
Address, Samantha Hanley 
reflected upon her       
spiritual and academic    
experiences at Foundation 
Academy.  Her impressive 
speech is reprinted here 
for your edification.   

A Life Impacted for Christ... 



High SchoolHigh School  

A s we enter the fourth month of the school year, it is amazing to see our high 

school students getting involved in service-�R�U�L�H�Q�W�H�G���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�������+�H�U�H���L�V���D���´�V�Q�D�S�V�K�R�W�µ���R�I��

what has been happening this month and what is on the horizon. 

 
On October 28th, Student Government organized a blood 

�G�U�L�Y�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�·�V���%�O�R�R�G���&�H�Q�W�H�U�������7�K�H���G�U�L�Y�H���Z�D�V���D��

big success!  Kayla Aviles, Danielle Lauriout, lauren Rucker, Lauren Bunch, Sierra  

Nevius, JJ Warmus, Daniel Grant Carlos Arbona, Oliver Glance, Kelvin Ankoh, Jake 

Gick, Jordan Daley, Halee Davis, Nic French, and Payne Vannice stepped up to save a 

life by donating blood.   

 
On Wednesday, October 19th, Coach Fort and Mrs. Hammond         

�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�H�G���D���I�D�O�O���´�V�S�U�X�F�H-�X�S�µ���H�I�I�R�U�W���R�Q���W�K�H���1�R�U�W�K���&�D�P�S�X�V�������7�K�H���6�H�Q�L�R�U��

class dug in to clean windows, the preschool playground, closets, the 

floors, and the  library. Way to make FA shine! 

 

The SLI group took a fieldtrip to New Missions in Orlando.        

Tim DeTellis, President of New Missions, took time to speak to the 

SLI students about leadership skills and the organization itself.  The students also     

restocked the shelves and wrapped shoeboxes for The New Missions 2011 Shoebox Drive. 

Information regarding the New Missions Christmas Shoebox Drive at Foundation is  

printed on the next page, along with pictures taken of the SLI students in action!   


