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correct them, He never stopped 

loving them, and He was always 

with them.    

  

Then one day, God became    

silent.  He stayed silent for four 

hundred years.  Can you imagine 

it?  Four hundred years of total 

silence from God.   Generations 

of Israelite children were raised 

in the knowledge of our loving 

Father, but they never saw or 

heard from Him for themselves.  

Stories were told about the 

amazing deliverance from Egypt 

through the Red Sea, Daniel   

being saved from lions by angels, 

Joshua knocking down the walls 

of Jericho, and a little boy 

named David defeating Goliath 

with just a slingshot.   

  

Like stories of Santa Clause, 

ǘƘƻǎŜ άǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ 

great love for His people must 

have seemed so magical.  But 

was there any evidence of this 

God?  What evidence was there 

that God was real and that His 

love for them was real?   Santa 

brought presents.  What did God 

bring?  He brought the best gift 

of all.  He brought Himself.   

  

The evidence started in the 

midst of silence as a small cry, a 

ōŀōȅΩǎ ŎǊȅΦ  DƻŘ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ  

crying out for His people.  Four 

hundred years of silence shat-

tered by the cry of our     Savior 

calling out to a lost world.  It 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Iƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ 

His people anymore.  He came 

down to be with them.   He came 

to die for them, to take away the 

sins of the world so He could be 

reconciled to them  forever.  No 

more talking through prophets.  

No more silence.  Just an open               

relationship with God Himself 

through Jesus Christ.  Amazing, 

ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ  

  

Our Father sent Jesus as         

evidence of His everlasting     

presence and love for us too.  

!ƴŘ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ 

tree to prove He was real.  He 

put him on a tree.  He Himself, 

died on a cross so that we could 

all truly know Him and believe in 

Him.  Now that Truth is           

something you never outgrow.   

Merry Christmas!  

The world as a whole looks upon 

Santa Clause as a symbol of 

Christmas.  Although this symbol 

is based upon the real person of 

Saint Nicholas, the story has been 

embellished tremendously and 

developed into more fiction than 

fact.   Addition of toy-building 

elves, reindeers that fly, the 

North Pole workshop, and        

presents being delivered around 

the world in a single night seem 

so magical that only the smallest 

of children truly believe.  And of 

course we help them believe, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜΚ  ²Ŝ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 

of Santa.  We put presents under 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŀǎ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

exists.  However, eventually, all 

children come to realize that   

Santa is not real.    

  

As you consider the true meaning 

of Christmas, do you ever wonder 

what it was like for the Israelites  

before Christ was born? For    

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

heard from God Himself through 

prophets and angels.  He spoke to 

them to instruct, guide, warn, 

and protect them.  He spoke to 

them because He loved them.  

Even though at times He had to 
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As stated in Foundation Academyõs Operating Principles, òWe believe parents or 
caregivers are responsible for the spiritual development of their children. However, 
we are committed to assisting parents, caregivers and the church in developing 
their childõs spiritual maturity.ó  Hopefully, you have heard me say many times we 
strive to be second to none in academics, the arts, and athletics, but the spiritual 
formation of our students is the primary reason we exist as a Christian school.   In 
an age where many view an Ivy League destination as paramount (and we certainly 
want to send more students to Ivy League schools), it is important to remember that 
more education (even when it is excellent) is not the cure for all of societyõs ills.  I 
hold that if 100% of our graduates attended Harvard and Yale next year, but none of 
them came to know Jesus Christ as their personal Savior, we will have failed in our 
mission as a Christian school.   Education cannot perfect anyone.  However,           
education is one of the most powerful influences on the formation of oneõs 
worldview.   This is why it is critical that we keep our kids in Christian schools!   The 
goal at Foundation continues to be to graduate young adults that have trusted in 
Christ and are prepared and passionate to follow Him wherever He leads, whether 
it be in engineering, a court of law, or full -time ministry.     

 

With the spiritual formation of our students in mind, Foundation Academy will:  

Provide Bible teaching and Biblical integration that stimulates                       
knowledge and application of Scripture,  

Support families in their spiritual growth,  

Present the Gospel message of salvation,  

Provide discipleship to equip students to share their faith,  

Train staff on the principles of kingdom -based education, and  

Require staff to be active members of a local evangelical church.  

 

I Corinthians 3:10 -11, òAccording to the grace of God given to me, like                          
a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is                                        
building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no                       
one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ.ó 

 

 

For His Kingdom, 

Shawn A. Minks 

Shawn A. Minks 

Headmaster 
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Dear Foundation Family,  

Foundation Academy is excited to host an upcoming Christmas event that will be open to both our Foun-
dation family and the community.   Grammy nominated Paul Colman, formerly of the Newsboys, will be in 
concert at Foundation's south campus.   This "Share a Little Christmas" event is also a promotional for 
our annual shoebox drive, an effort for which we partner with New Missions in support of the people in 
Haiti.   The concert is free, and what a great way to kick off the Christmas season together!   Many of our 
students will be involved by serving in some capacity for the evening.   Check out the poster above for 
further details.   Bring the whole family, and join our larger family!    

For His Kingdom,  

Shawn A. Minks 



Guidance 
SENIORS 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

Multiple Scholarship Opportunities have been posted to the Guidance Page of the Foundation Academy website.                                                                             

Please go to the following link http://foundationacademy.net/guidance and look under òComprehensive Scholarship Informationó. 

Start applying today! 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REMINDER 

75 hours of community service must be completed this month!  Please turn in your community service forms to Mrs. Hope in the front office. 

 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES & SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS 

Please remember to notify Mrs. Baysinger when you receive an acceptance notice from any college that you have applied to. 

Also, please submit a copy of any scholarship offers that you receive from your colleges.  Our goal is that you will out-do the Class of 2011!! 

Then, watch for your schools to be announced right here in the FAN MAIL!! 

 

Junior and Parents of Juniors  
JUNIOR MEETINGS 

Individual guidance meetings will be held immediately following the Christmas break.   

To get the most out of these meetings, at least one parent should attend! 

Watch for appointment times to be sent home before the break. 

 

All Students  
SEMESTER EXAMS 

Semester Exams will be given Tuesday, December 13th ð Friday, December 16th .  The exam schedule is below:                                                                      

December 13                      

7:45-9:15    Exam ð A Day , Period 1 

9:20-10:50  Exam ð A Day, Period 2 

December 14 

7:45-9:15  Exam ð B Day, Period 1 

9:20-10:50  Exam ð B Day, Period 2 

 December 15 

7:45-9:15  Exam ð A Day, Period 3 

9:20-10:50  Exam ð A Day, Period 4 

December 16 

7:45-9:15  Exam ð B Day, Period 3 

9:20-10:50  Exam ð B Day, Period 4 

Students will be dismissed at 10:50 each day.  Aftercare will be provided  for middle school students Tuesday ð Thursday only.  

All students must leave campus at 10:50 on Friday. 

 

HONOR ROLL 

Honor Roll for the first semester will be determined in January after report cards are released.  Students may earn A Honor Roll or A/B 

Honor Roll based on their final semester grades on the report card in January.  The honor roll ceremony will be held on Thursday, Janu-

ary 19th.  Parents of qualified students will receive an email invitation shortly after report cards are released. 
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Middle School 
Seventh and eighth Grade  

Dear 7th and 8th Grade Parents, 

As we near the close of the first semester and enter into semester exams we want to make sure that you are fully informed 
regarding changes that have taken place this year at the middle school level regarding semester exams. In order to ensure 
that your students are adequately prepared for 9th grade when they leave middle school, we will be giving all 7th and 8th 
grade students cumulative semester exams.  These exams will now count for 10% of the studentsõ total semester 
grade for a course.   The teachers have been sharing this information with your students for several weeks now and will 
continue to do so through our exam time.  We are asking that you have conversations at home with your child to help 
them understand the importance of preparing adequately for these exams.  The teachers are working through study 
guides with your students and will do everything possible to provide them with all of the necessary tools to be successful on 
these exams.  Thorough preparation on the part of your student will however, be a key component in his/her success. 

 

In addition, to emphasize the importance of this change, recognition for Academic Honor Roll in the first semester will now 
be based upon your studentsõ overall semester grade  on the report card.  Honor Roll will be calculated in January after 
report cards are issued.  Please watch for future notices in January regarding our ceremony if your child will be recognized. 

 

If you have any questions about this information, please feel to contact myself or Mrs. Hatmaker and we will be glad to 
assist you. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Baysinger 

Stephanie Baysinger, M.A. 

     Visual Arts Update  
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!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǿŜǎƻƳŜ !ȄǳƳ !Ǌǘ {ƘƻǿΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΚ  
Well, here is your chance!  Mr. Siracusano   
started an art gallery for 3rd-8th grade on the 
school website, www.foundationacademy.net.  
From the Foundation Academy home page,  
ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά±ƛǎǳŀƭ !Ǌǘǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ōƻȄ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ά!Ǌǘǎέ ǘŀōΦ  hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ 
Arts page, just click where it says "Click here to 
visit the Art Gallery" on the top of the page.  
Then just sit back with a cup of coffee and     
peruse the beautiful online art gallery!    

Thank you to all who 
came out to the       
Axum coffee shop on 
November 16th to 
support our              
elementary and      
middle school student 
artists at their      
amazing art show.  It 
was a wonderful 
showcase of the talent 
God has placed in our        
Foundation students!  
Sincere Appreciation 
goes out to              
Mrs. Murray and      
Mr. Siracusano for all 
they do to promote 
our student artists 
within the  Winter 
Garden community.  

Mr. Baysinger and Mr. Siracusano  

discuss and admire the  wonderful art 

pieces our students contributed to the 

show.   



Mrs. Currieôs 7th grade English class wrote A-Z stories. Itôs a challeng-

ing assignment because the first word of each new sentence must begin 

with the next letter in the alphabet. Students are encouraged to use var-

ied sentence structure and dialogue as they plan for difficult letters, such 

as ñKò , ñQò, and ñXò. Sometimes, these stories take on a life of their 

own as students write them. The following is one of many fantastic ex-

amples of an A-Z story. Iôm very proud of my students for their original-

ity and creativity. 

 

Not Late  

~by Madison Morris  

 òAlmost there!ó Ben jumped out of the car and took off. òCome on!ó complained 

Ben. Dad had made Ben late for school again. Everyone watched as he darted 

through crowds of people. òFreak!ó yelled Gary. Gary had been his best friend since first 

grade. òHopefully, youõll be more mature when youõre older, but I highly doubt that,ó 

Ben remarked. Instantly Ben tripped over a rock. Jeremy helped him up and Ben was 

once again quickly on his way to class. òKeep going!ó Ben told himself.  òLoser!ó Sally 

shrieked, but he didnõt care. òMoron!ó Ben yelled back. òNot true,ó she whimpered piti-

fully. Open his locker is what he had to do next. Pondering what books he would need, 

Ben grabbed them and darted down the hallway. òQuick,ó he mumbled to himself as 

he stopped to grab a swig of water, just enough to cool himself down. Right then, the 

water fountain sprayed water all down his shirt because someone had turned the noz-

zle as a prank. Slipping, soaking wet, through the classroom door so as not to disturb his 

classmates, he discovered the room was empty except for his teacher sitting at her 

desk. òTodd?ó she asked. òUghéitõs Ben,ó he replied. òVery early,ó she said. òWhat do 

you mean?ó as Ben stared in disbelief. Xerophyte plants grew in pots on her desk. òYou 

are about as smart as these,ó she joked as she gestured towards the small plants. òZany 

little boy!ó  
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Mrs. Currieôs 7th Grade Reading class wrote Haiku poems. 

Students wrote an original haiku in a non-rhyming, 5-7-5 

style that answers the question: What adventures does your 

future hold? Here are just a few samples of their incredible 

work. 

Student Work:   Putting Pen to Paper 

 

 

Written By Noah Johnson,  

7th Grade 

 

When life is hard 

We tend to fear. 

But I rejoice 

For you are near.  

When we are hurt 

We tend to complain, 

But You are here 

To help us through the pain. 

When faced with challenges 

We tend to leave 

But You are near 

{ƻ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎǊƛŜǾŜΦ 

You have taught 

Me not to hate 

LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳ ǿƘƻ L  

Appreciate. 

The swirl of the brush   

The colors mend together 

Galleries behold 

 

~by Kami Collazo 

 

Words come alive 

When my pen hits the paper 

My gift to the world 

 

~by Jaclyn Grimm  

 

 

The future is great 

I know I will be with Him 

Our God is awesome! 

 

~by Dillon Hall 

 

 

Ideas from before- 

The world will know my story 

I will share my dreams 

 

~by Casey Kenoyer 

 

 

Bright lights are flashing 

A limo on every street 

The life of a star! 

 

~by Macy Glance 

 

Rapid firing 

Bombs bursting all around me 

Suddenly quiet 

 

~by Ian Wilson 

 

 

Seeing my savior 

Greatest adventure of all 

Walking hand in hand 

 

~by Victoria Varley 

 

Small hands tug at me 

-Whimpering, ñMommy, Iôm 

scaredò 

My son snuggles in 

~by Tiana Minks 

 

I snap the picture 

As grass grows and flowers  

bloom- 

My future is true 

~by Delaney Sharp 
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 ¢ƘŜ сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŀ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘŀǊŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ aǊǎΦ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 

ScienceðLearning Through Doing 
No matter how old you are, when you smell formaldehyde or hear the term graduated cylinder, you cannot help but 

ōŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ WǳŘȅ wƻǎŜƴōŀǳƳΩ ǎ 

ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ǊŜƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǎƳŜƭƭŜŘ ƎƻƻŘΦ  {ƘŜ ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ         

ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜΦέ  L ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǎƳŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŀƭŘŜƘȅŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Řŀȅǎ ƭƻƴƎ 

ago.  I had to laugh.  She was correct.  I loved science, and the smell of formaldehyde did evoke a positive response 

from me.   

Science classes by nature include lectures, textbooks, and calculations.  Even though they have their place in a     

science education, those things alone can make science seem dry and uninteresting.  However, if they are coupled 

with hands-ƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

intellect, then science becomes meaningful and appreciated.   

As you read through these three pages, I hope you can appreciate the wonderful instructors we have at Foundation 

that bring science to life.  All you have to do is look at the faces of the students in the pictures to see our science 

program is dynamic, enlightening, and just plain fun.  Thank you Mrs. Amat, Mrs. Sullivan, and Mrs. Wood for       

allowing God to use you to reveal His glory to our students.    

 aǊǎΦ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘƛōƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎŜǎǘƛǾŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 
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On December 5thΣ aǊǎΦ !ƳŀǘΩǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ 
traveled to Marine Land near St. Augustine where 
they had a chance to get up close and personal 
with bottlenose dolphins.  After a classroom 
presentation, students got to interact with them 
through touching and feeding the dolphins.         
Everyone had a great time! 

Faculty Bio:  Lisa Amat 

Lisa Amat graduated from Texas A&M University with a BS in Marine Biology.   God truly 
blessed her by allowing her to work with the dolphins at EPCOT, Sea World & Miami  
Seaquarium before becoming a teacher.  She taught at TFA for 4 years before becoming 
a stay-at-home mom for 6 years.  Currently, Mrs. Amat is teaching her 3rd year at FA. 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ  I have had the opportunity to work 
with some amazing animals.  Over time, God showed me that I was to use that love of 
science in the classroom as a teacher.  I have true joy doing what I do, and I love       
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΣέ aǊǎΦ !Ƴŀǘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎΦ 

aǊǎΦ !ƳŀǘΩǎ IƻƴƻǊǎ уth grade Physical 
Science class conducted an experiment to 
test the effects of gravity.  The students 
were very creative in coming up with a 
way to protect a raw egg from breaking if 
dropped from the top of the stair-
well.  The students did great, and our class 
had a 71% success rate for uncracked 
eggs! 

aǊǎΦ !ƳŀǘΣ DŀōǊƛŜƭ aƻǊŀƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ DǊŀȅǎƻƴ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ŦƭǳƪŜǎ ƻŦ ά!ƭǾƛƴέ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴΦ  

bƛŎΣ WŀƪŜΣ [ƻǳƛŜΣ ϧ tŀȅƴŜ ŀǊŜ άŘŀƴŎƛƴƎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘƻƭǇƘƛƴΦ 

Class photo with three of the dolphins. 

The class shows off their egg packages just before the big drop! 

Mattie made sure her egg was protected and 
warm. 

LǎŀōŜƭ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎŀ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎǇƻƴƎȅέ ōƻȄŜǎΦ 

WŀŎƻō ǎƘƻǿǎ !ƴƴŀ Ƙƛǎ άȅǳƳƳȅέ ƳŀǊǎƘƳŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎΦ  

ScienceðLearning Through Doing 
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